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A new book co-authored by 
UT experts that examines the 
history and policies behind 
international migration will be 
available to read May 30.
The book, “Migration in 
an Era of Restriction and Re-
cession,” focuses on migrant 
policies in countries includ-
ing Peru, Turkey and Mexico. 
It was co-authored by experts 
from around the country and 
sponsored primarily by im-
migration-related programs 
at the University.
Students and researchers will 
have online access to the book 
and will be able to purchase 
and download individual chap-
ters, said David Leal, a govern-
ment professor and co-author. 
“Readers will be able to 
get a broad view about what’s 
happening with migration, 
what’s happening with re-
striction in the larger context, 
but also what’s happening 
to return migrants, which is 
an increasingly important 
part of the story in this era of 
mass deportation,” Leal said. 
“[The U.S.] is deporting about 
400,000 people per year.”
The idea for the book came 
after a 2009 conference with 
the same name, and the top-
ics discussed in the book are 
still relevant seven years later, 
Leal said. 
“At the same time that we 
are admitting more, especially 
skilled people into the coun-
try, we’re also deporting more 
people than ever before,” said 
Nestor Rodriguez, a sociology 
professor and co-author. “We 
have kind of a revolving door. 
While the U.S. has admitted 
many immigrants — more 
than any other country in the 
world — we have a long list of 
restrictive policies.”
Immigrants used to be able 
to work seasonally and return to 
Mexico, but when border secu-
rity tightened, the cost to return 
to the United States increased 
from $50 in the 1940s to $6,000 
today, Rodriguez said.
Travis County residents are 
among some of the healthiest 
in Texas, with considerable 
access to gyms and medical 
care, far outpacing the state’s 
larger counties, according to a 
recently released report.
Last Wednesday, the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation 
and University of Wisconsin 
Population Health Institute 
released their seventh-annual 
report that compares counties 
across the country by look-
ing at measures such as adult 
obesity, number of uninsured, 
violent crime numbers and 
air pollution. 
Out of Texas’ five most 
heavily populated counties — 
Harris, Dallas, Tarrant, Bexar 
and Travis — Travis ranked 
far ahead for overall health in 
ninth place, with Tarrant com-
ing in at 41 as the next healthi-
est urban county in the state.
Mary Bennett, associate re-
searcher with the University 
institute, said multiple metrics 
were used in the annual study 
to factor the overall health of 
the 241 Texas counties. 
“The rankings make it 
very clear that good health 
includes many factors be-
yond medical care,” Bennett 
said. “Rankings show us that 
where you live really does 
matter to our health and that 
not everyone has the same 
opportunities to be healthy.”
There are four major health 
measures that factored into 
the study of Travis County’s 
overall health: health be-
haviors, clinical care, social 
and economic behaviors and 
When they entered col-
lege, many UT petroleum 
engineering students be-
lieved they’d graduate with 
job offers of nearly six-figure 
salaries — but as the oil mar-
ket crashed, employment op-
portunities did, too.
As freshman petroleum 
engineering students started 
school in August 2012, the 
price of crude oil per barrel 
was nearly $90, according 
to crude oil indexes. Mean-
while, Texas universities saw 
enrollment in petroleum 
engineering dramatically 
increase over the next four 
years. Today, the price of 
crude oil hovers at $40 per 
barrel, and the students, now 
seniors, have found them-
selves competing for the 
same, limited opportunities.  
Petroleum engineering se-
nior Anna Boyer wanted to 
start the year with a competi-
tive résumé, but after Swift 
Energy Company rescinded 
an internship last year, she 
was devastated.
“They called me and basi-
cally said due to market condi-
tions, they were unable to of-
fer their internship program,” 
Boyer said. “It was disappoint-
ing because at that point I felt I 
wasn’t going to be working in 
the energy industry.” 
Boyer and her roommate 
had plans to move to Houston 
and work together at Swift, but 
after the offers were retracted, 
there weren’t many options left. 
“By that point, every other 
company wasn’t really hiring 
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A College of Liberal 
Arts professor challenged 
traditional views on les-
bians in the late ’90s in a 
lecture Wednesday.
Lauren Gutterman, an 
American studies assistant 
professor, discussed the 
rise in lesbian narratives 
in culture. In the 1970s 
and 1980s, lesbian activists 
encouraged and pressured 
other lesbian women to di-
vorce their husbands, Gut-
terman said in an email.
Gutterman challenged the 
idea that the lesbian femi-
nist movement was solely 
“freeing” for these women.
“Lesbian feminism en-
abled many unhappily mar-
ried women to recognize 
their attraction to women, 
but the movement was 
disciplining as well,” Gut-
terman said. “It erased the 
possibility of bisexuality, 
redefined lesbian identity as 
antithetical to marriage, and 
compelled women to choose 
between one or the other.”
During the lecture, Gut-
terman used many pieces of 
literature to support her ar-
guments, including histori-
cal lesbian journals, maga-
zines and scholarly sources. 
“Writing functioned as 
a type of lesbian identity 
work, a process in which 
individuals sought to make 
sense of their objective sense 
of self,” Gutterman said.
Candice Lyons, women’s 
and gender studies graduate 
student, said the lecture fo-
cused on women’s autonomy 
during the 1950s.
“What struck me the most 
is that I think we have a very 
narrow idea what sexuality 
looks like, specifically for 
housewives in the ’50s, and 
we have this very specific 
image of this housewife,” 
Lyons said. “It was very 
rooted in the media at the 
time, having these specific 
political ulterior motives. 
Thinking about this spe-
cific agency in a way that we 
don’t typically think about, 
or sexuality in ways we don’t 
typically think about, is re-
ally interesting.”
Giorgia Shields, a women’s 
and gender studies graduate 
student, said she found re-
sistance narratives of lesbian 
women fascinating. 
“In a time like the 1950s, 
there was this expectation 
to adhere to these highly 
gendered spheres in public 
and private,” Shields said. “I 
think that the strategies of 
resistance people still man-
age to find [are interesting], 
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Students to release full-length horror film
Marshall Tidrick | Daily Texan Staff
“Who We Were Before” is an upcoming horror movie directed and co-produced by Zach Morrison, an advertising and radio-
television-film junior, and produced by radio-television-film junior Madeline Dimayuga.
“The Texas Chain Saw 
Massacre,” “The Strangers” 
and the developing film 
“Who We Were Before” 
have two things in com-
mon — they’re all directed 
by UT students or alumni, 
and they all redefine the 
horror film genre.
“Who We Were Before” 
is an upcoming horror 
movie that will be directed 
and co-produced by Zach 
Morrison, an advertising 
and radio-television-film 
junior. The film features a 
group of estranged friends 
reunited in the East Texas 
woods, who are joined by 
an unnerving, haunting 
presence.
Morrison developed 
the screenplay in Janu-
ary 2015 with his sister, 
Avery. Morrison said he 
wants the movie to resem-
ble the feeling and tone of 
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tors — such as social con-
nectedness — have the most 
substantial impact on a popu-
lation’s health, Bennett said.
“People who don’t have 
high social associations and 
connectedness don’t eat as 
well as others, which is very 
interesting,” Bennett said. 
“So you have to think about 
all those ripple effects when 
people are very connected.”
Despite the positive figures 
for Travis County, there are 
still several areas that require 
further focus and attention, 
city health officials said.
“When you look at rates of 
HIV/AIDS, which is one of 
our leading causes of mortality 
here in Travis County, … what 
you see is a significant disparity 
compared to other counties,” 
said Shannon Jones, Austin/
Travis County health and hu-
man services director. 
Although the county ex-
ceeded Texas as a whole in al-
most every metric, the county 
has seen its rates of sexu-
ally transmitted infections 
and rates of mammography 
screenings worsen over the 
last 10 years, the report shows. 
On sexually transmitted 
infections in particular, Jones 
said the county has continu-
ously seen higher rates for 
African-Americans and other 
communities of color com-
pared to whites, despite Afri-
can-Americans constituting 
less than eight percent of the 
total population, according to 
2014 demographic estimates.
Jones said the City Council 
and City officials have worked 
to combat the county’s prob-
lem areas through investing 
millions of dollars into the 
department’s budget last year 
to help promote public health 
and addressing health inequi-
ties throughout the city.
“We’ve begun the process 
of utilizing those dollars this 
year to begin to try and turn 
around those negative out-
comes we see in our com-
munity for those who are not 
as fortunate the overall com-
munity is,” Jones said.
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A student darts out of the Norman Hackerman Building on Wednesday afternoon. 
FRAMES featured photo thedailytexan
interns,” Boyer said.  
Petroleum and geosystems 
engineering chair Jon Olson 
took helm of the department 
in January 2015 — just as the 
oil market was shocked with 
falling prices. 
“Prior to the drop in oil 
prices, we were probably at 
one of the best times ever 
for hiring, with nice salaries 
and opportunities for our 
students,” Olson said. “Pe-
troleum engineering is the 
highest paying engineering 
[bachelor’s] degree at UT, so 
they were at the top. But then, 
with the drop in price, we 
have gone from peak times 
to significant number of lay-
offs, significant reduction in 
capital expenditures, so it’s a 
pretty challenging time for 
our graduating seniors.” 
Olson said it was com-
mon for recruiters to seek 
students, but now graduating 
seniors have more of a re-
sponsibility to network with 
alums. He said many stu-
physical environment. 
“It makes sense that 
Austin is so much more 
healthier than all the oth-
er cities because you can 
tell the improvements and 
strides Austin has made 
[to accommodate] people 
who are environmentally 
conscious and want to 
improve themselves,” said 
mathematics junior Erika 
Herod, a vegetarian who 
bikes around campus.
While some think of ac-
cess to clinical and medi-
cal care when they think 
of health, the report shows 
social and economic fac-
dents are pursuing non-tra-
ditional routes to find jobs.
After spending four years 
on active duty in the military, 
geosystems engineering and 
hydrogeology senior Juan 
Abreu said he enrolled in the 
program because it provided 
the best opportunities.
Abreu said the challeng-
ing course material affected 
his grades, and he found 
the competition fierce given 
market conditions. He has a 
full résumé, but after seeing 
the market turn downhill, he 
decided to choose a career as 
a natural resources consul-
tant with Accenture.
“I’ll still be using my de-
gree by solving problems 
related to oil, gas and water,” 
Abreu said.
Abreu said he sympathizes 
with fellow classmates strug-
gling in the job search. 
“It kinda sucks because 
people expected that if you 
go to the best school, then 
you’ll get a job, but it’s hum-
bling as well because we all 
have to fight for a job after 
graduation,” Abreu said.   
Petroleum engineering se-
nior Mark Perez received a job 
offer as a field engineer after 
interning with Chesapeake 
Energy Corporation. He said 
he recognizes he is one of a few 
students with offers but admits 
he was nervous about losing it. 
“It was definitely nerve-
racking, but the company 
was transparent about the 
status of my offer and kept in 
contact with me,” Perez said. 
Boyer, who now plans to 
pursue a career in energy 
law, said she is making the 
switch to insulate herself 
from market effects. 
“It’s easy to forget that the 
petroleum is very cyclical,” 
Boyer said. “As soon as the 
price goes back up, everyone 
wants to jump on that, so 
when there’s a downturn, we 
just have to prepare for that.” 
JOBS continues from page 1
“[In the ’60s], about 70 to 
75 percent of migrants from 
Mexico to the United States 
would return to Mexico,” said 
Bryan Roberts, a sociology 
professor and co-author. “As 
you came up to the end of the 
’90s, you’re now seeing the 
reverse. [One of the reasons 
is] the shift in the American 
economy away from agricul-
ture work as seasonal work 
… and increase in work in 
services in the cities.”
The book highlights the 
benefits of working with 
multiple authors and editors, 
Leal said.
“This kind of project helps 
to show the value of these 
kinds of collective projects,” 
Leal said. “By bringing teams 
together — people who have 
different methodological ap-
proaches, people who have 
different areas of knowledge, 
people who just have differ-
ent approaches to doing proj-
ects — I think we really are 
able to create a nice project.”
Elise Cardenas | Daily Texan Staff
Co-authors Nestor Rodriguez, left, and Bryan Roberts wlisten as Gary Freeman, right, 
discusses their book, “Migration in an Era of Restriction and Recession.”
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ING OF 241 TEXAS 
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#9 Travis
#41 Tarrant
#56 Harris
#77 Dallas
#81 Bexar
CORRECTION
The article “Questions 
surround SG legislation” 
and its corresponding 
photo caption in the March 
23 edition of the Texan 
incorrectly stated the name 
of the committee Kallen 
Dimitroff authored legislation 
to create. The committee was 
called the Executive Oversight 
Committee.
MIGRATION
continues from page 1
… even in a space that we 
don’t normally see as offer-
ing many creative strategies 
as possibilities.”
Gutterman said she hopes 
the audience realizes lesbian 
feminists framed lesbianism 
as a political trait as well as a 
sexual orientation.
“Studying these women can 
change our understanding of 
both the history of homosexu-
ality and the history of mar-
riage in the second half of the 
20th century,” Gutterman said. 
“Focusing on these women, I 
believe, forces us to pay much 
closer attention to the domestic 
sphere in gay history.”
RANKING
continues from page 1
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Ancient dinosaur fossils are vessels for research
Dinosaur hearts haven’t 
pumped blood for millions 
of years, but thanks to UT 
researchers, their intact 
blood vessels are no longer a 
thing of the past.
Scientists at UT and 
North Carolina State have 
identified authentic blood 
vessels from a fossilized, 
duck-billed dinosaurs’ 
bones. The dinosaurs’ origi-
nal proteins make up these 
blood vessels, which means 
that scientists now have ac-
cess to age-old tissues. 
The researchers found 
the vessels in the leg bone 
of a Brachylophosaurus 
canadensis, which was 
excavated in Montana in 
2007. This research is the 
first direct analysis of pre-
served blood vessels from 
an extinct organism. These 
could be some of the old-
est surviving blood vessels 
ever discovered, accord-
ing to tests published in 
the Journal of Proteome 
Research. By comparing 
87-million-year-old pro-
teins from the blood vessels 
to those found in organ-
isms today, evolutionary 
biologists can gain a much 
deeper understanding of 
how organisms are geneti-
cally and physically differ-
ent from their ancestors. 
“As we uncover more and 
more [protein] sequences 
from ancient specimens, 
we might be able to use the 
similarities and differences in 
those sequences to hypoth-
esize about how closely related 
different species of extinct ani-
mals are,” said Elena Schroeter, 
a postdoctoral student from 
North Carolina State.
Timothy Cleland, a post-
doctoral chemistry fellow 
at UT, explained that DNA 
from mammoths has been 
used to recreate composi-
tion of their blood.
“So, potentially if we 
could find hemoglobin 
molecules, we could think 
about the physiology of 
extinct organisms, instead 
of just using the bone mor-
phology,” Cleland said.
Scientists are going beyond 
the fossil record and using 
molecular genetics to predict 
evolutionary relationships. 
The researchers also tested 
the bones of living relatives 
of dinosaurs, such as chick-
ens and ostriches, according 
to Livescience. After testing 
the protein sequences, they 
found that the duck-billed 
dinosaur had the same pro-
teins as these birds. Cleland 
added that this research helps 
to establish how prehistoric 
proteins maintain themselves 
over millions of years. 
“Learning how proteins 
preserve is a big implica-
tion because we are still 
in the infancy stage of un-
derstanding this concept,” 
Cleland said, “It gives us 
a better idea of how we 
can use this knowledge to 
keep modern proteins in 
stable conditions.”
According to Schroeter, 
scientists need to expand 
their idea of what it means 
for something to “fossilize.” 
He said there is still much 
to learn about the process 
of preservation.
“[This research] gives us 
information we didn’t have 
before,” Cleland said. “We 
don’t even know the kinds of 
questions we can ask now.”
A world without bees 
would be a world without 
guacamole, oranges or cof-
fee. And with American 
honey bee colonies disap-
pearing at a rate of 40 per-
cent per year, this reality 
might not be far away. 
While many scientists 
are investigating larger en-
vironmental causes behind 
this crisis, UT integrative 
biology professor Nancy 
Moran is taking a new per-
spective. Instead of looking 
at the external factors, her 
research focuses on the bees 
themselves. Specifically, she 
studies the bees’ guts to get a 
closer look at the microbes at 
work inside. 
Waldan Kwong is a post-
doctoral researcher who 
works with honey bee mi-
crobiomes. He began work-
ing with Moran while pursu-
ing his Ph.D. at Yale. 
“The main goal of the 
lab is to obtain a basic un-
derstanding of microbes 
and how they interact 
with hosts. And the sys-
tem we do this in are bees,” 
Kwong said. 
In one project, Moran and 
her researchers studied the 
effect of gut microbes on 
bees’ immune systems.
In order to do this, they 
created germ-free bees, or 
bees raised without mi-
crobes in their guts. This 
is done by separating the 
bees from their colony 
as pupae. Adult bees get 
their microbes from expo-
sure to the colony, so this 
separation ensures that 
these bees are free from 
outside influence. 
For the project, research-
ers fed pathogenic bacteria 
to germ-free bees as well as 
bees with varying levels of 
beneficial gut microbes. 
“We were interested in 
how these beneficial bacteria 
might protect the bee against 
pathogens.” said Moran in 
an interview with College 
of Natural Sciences news. 
According to Kwong, this 
research is important for a 
number of reasons. For one, 
a greater understanding of 
the bee microbiome would 
enable scientists to cre-
ate probiotics for ailing bee 
colonies by exposing them 
to the respective bacteria. 
Kwong said the informa-
tion gathered from bees can 
be applied to humans, since 
their simple biological sys-
tems mimic the complex 
microbial environment of a 
human gut. 
“Bees have a very simpli-
fied microbiome compared 
to humans,” Kwong said. “We 
have hundreds, up to thou-
sands, of species in our guts. 
Bees’ have eight to nine.”
Moran began her research 
at Yale, and relocated her lab 
to Texas in 2013. After decid-
ing to make the move, she was 
faced with the daunting task 
of transporting over 100,000 
bees from Connecticut to 
Texas on a three-day trip. 
To transport the bees, 
Moran rented a minivan 
and packed the bees up at 
night. Moran, a postdoc-
toral student, placed duct 
tape over the bee boxes to 
make sure the bees couldn’t 
get out. They then drove for 
three days.
“If the whole thing 
opened up by accident I 
told them to jump out of the 
car, close the door and run. 
Luckily, nothing like that 
happened.” Moran said. 
This year, the Moran lab 
joined the Freshman Research 
Initiative with a new stream fo-
cused on insect microbiomes.
“The first few days I was 
a little intimidated by the 
lab because I had very little 
experience beforehand.” 
said Shelby Leonardi, a bi-
ology freshman who is in 
the stream. “But all of the 
mentors working in the lab 
have been really helpful, and 
they’re always happy to an-
swer our questions.“
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Plant biology 
graduate student 
Erick da Silva 
Motta inspects 
a bee feeding 
container at 
the Moran Lab. 
The bees are 
part of a study 
investigating the 
link between gut 
microbes and 
the resistance to 
pathogens.
At SXSW last week, President Obama made 
critical comments on the current state of Amer-
ican democracy. He noted that America is the 
only advanced democracy that makes it harder 
for people to vote. In recent years, many states, 
including Texas, have introduced new legisla-
tion with the intention to combat voter fraud. 
However, it deters millions of voters from the 
polling station and participating in America’s 
most fundamental right — democracy.
Nearly half the country’s states have harsh 
voter ID laws that unnecessarily increase the 
restrictions on voter registration. Certain laws 
require citizens to show a state-issued photo ID, 
prove citizenship or eliminate same-day reg-
istration. Some Republicans feel such laws are 
necessary to curb voter fraud. Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott told the Austin American-States-
man about the state’s battle against voter fraud.
“To the contrary of the president’s comment, 
the fact is voter fraud is rampant,” Abbott said. 
“And in Texas, unlike some other states and un-
like some other leaders, we are committed to 
cracking down on voter fraud.”
Although some Republican leadership, like 
Abbott, believe tackling voter fraud is a top pri-
ority, they often dismiss the harmful ramifica-
tions it has on minority voters. According to a 
study conducted by the Brennan Center for Jus-
tice at New York University, 3.2 million Ameri-
cans don’t possess a government-issued ID and 
therefore don’t have access to a ballot. 
Most of these people — young adults, se-
nior citizens, minorities or the poor — find 
themselves unable to vote simply because they 
don’t have a piece of plastic that makes it legal 
for them to drive on the streets. Larry Norden, 
acting director of the Democracy Program at 
the Brennan Center and co-author of the study, 
tries to dispel the common mindset regarding 
voter ID laws.  
“I get that all the time: ‘What’s the big deal? I 
just got my driver’s license renewed; it took like 
five seconds,’” Norden said. “Frankly, that’s why 
these laws have been so successful: because 89 
percent of the population does have photo IDs.”
The irony of voter ID laws is they rarely deter 
voter fraud. A study conducted in Wisconsin 
only found seven cases of fraud out of 3 million 
votes cast. Iowa’s Secretary of State, Matt Schul-
tz, backed up these results in a 2014 report out-
lining a two-year investigation in voter fraud, 
finding zero cases of fraudulent votes cast. 
Wisconsin and Iowa have some of the harsh-
est voter registration laws, but this pattern is 
prevalent across most states in which there is 
little to no effect on voter fraud. 
While these laws have been proven ineffec-
tive for their intended purpose, they do a won-
derful job suppressing particular voters in both 
parties. According to a study conducted by the 
University of California at San Diego, voter ID 
laws have lowered Democratic turnout in gen-
eral elections by an estimated 7.7 percentage 
points and Republican turnout by only an es-
timated 4.6 percentage points. The difference of 
3.1 percentage points across the two parties is 
enough to sway an election and raises questions 
about the real intention behind the voter ID 
laws. Ian Millhiser, writer for Think Progress, 
elaborates on who these laws really affect.
“What do voter ID laws accomplish?” Millhiser 
asked. “They create an obstacle in front of voters 
that is most likely to impact racial minorities, low-
income individuals and students — all groups that 
tend to prefer Democrats to Republicans.”
The nation will be in another election in the 
next few months, but ultimately, some Ameri-
cans won’t be able to properly participate. It’s 
not because these potential voters have the 
incentive to cheat the system but because it’s 
easier for politicians to stay in power if their 
opponents’ constituencies didn’t vote. This is a 
perversion of democracy, and it will never be 
rectified until we change the system for the bal-
lot to be inclusive to all.
Choudhury is an economics freshman from 
Dallas.
The Election Supervisory Board has come 
under fire recently over its role in this year’s stu-
dent government elections. The charge of the 
committee is something that each member of 
ESB holds in high regard. Rulings are not ani-
mated by personal feelings toward any of the 
candidates but instead by a deep concern for our 
University’s electoral process. Our worst failing 
thus far — which we acknowledge wholeheart-
edly — has been in not communicating suffi-
ciently with the voters. The irony of a superviso-
ry board failing to be adequately transparent or 
communicative is not lost on us. Nonetheless, 
we now aim to describe our rationale. 
Readers may have heard phrases like “proce-
dural irregularity” and “due process” in election 
communications in the past few weeks. What 
may come across as hyperbolic buzzwords 
simply mean that UT students have the right 
to democratically select the best leaders from 
amongst their peers through a fair elections 
process each year. At its core, due process oper-
ates on a basic principle of fairness and requires 
hearings to be consistent, regardless of the par-
ties involved in a particular case. 
In pursuit of fairness, ESB members spend 
many a sleepless night during the election cycle 
addressing complaints by interpreting and ap-
plying the election code. However, the ESB is 
not a police entity; it merely hears and rules on 
complaints brought before it by members of the 
student body. When students fail to speak up 
and file complaints, the ESB’s hands are tied. 
Our system is built around diffusing the 
“power” over this process, so ESB’s decisions 
can be appealed to the SG Supreme Court. 
This appellate system requires that a second 
body, one that is fresh and impartial to the is-
sue, review appealed decisions. Regrettably, 
members of both ESB and the SG Supreme 
Court overlooked this central tenet of appel-
late review. Surely there’s no point in having a 
second hearing if members of appellate entity 
attended the original hearing and have already 
made up their minds on the case. With this in 
mind, SG Supreme Court rulings had to be nul-
lified — the appellate process had been tainted. 
This decision was not made lightly, given the SG 
Supreme Court’s hard work and dedication. 
To rectify this flaw, a faculty member from 
the UT School of Law was brought in to provide 
a fresh set of eyes to cases involving executive 
alliances when either party chose to appeal ESB 
rulings. Otherwise, ESB rulings stood. The UT 
law professor upheld in full all ESB decisions 
brought before her.
Critics have stated that they are unable to 
find a section of the election code that speaks 
to the specifics of due process and therefore 
question the recent actions of the ESB and 
the Office of the Dean of Students. Due pro-
cess is not something subjectively granted by 
a student-run organization’s legislative docu-
ments — it is ingrained in the very notion of 
fair electoral competition. 
In recent years, the ESB’s effectiveness has 
been hindered by a broken election code, 
muddied by internal inconsistencies and 
ambiguity,which must be revised to avoid future 
botched elections. However, flaws in the institu-
tion are not cause to abandon it; imperfection 
should serve as an impetus for positive change.
Our involvement in ESB is motivated by 
a belief that SG elections must be fair. SG can 
play an important role in the lives of those who 
participate. Past leaders of SG include Daron K. 
Roberts and Paul Begala. The former has bet-
tered the UT community as a faculty member, 
while the latter has become one of the most 
prominent leaders of the Democratic Party for 
his generation (playing an important role in 
electing and advising President Clinton), but 
both have cited SG as a vital and formative ex-
perience. Our problem is not with the efficacy 
of SG. Instead, we have grown concerned with 
a process that robs the students and candidates 
of its benefits. 
Those who wish to serve the student body 
as an executive alliance deserve a fair election 
process, as do the students electing them. They 
deserve to be elected on the merits of their plat-
form and commitment to accomplishing what 
they have promised. They deserve an electoral 
victory that is not mired in questions of pro-
cedural error by the very institutions commis-
sioned to deliver a fair election. 
Please note that the opinions expressed here 
are those of the author and may not represent 
those of the Election Supervisory Board at large 
or the Office of the Dean of Students.
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Student Senate to decide on giving 
online exam databases a test run
By Rachel Osterloh
Daily Texan Forum Contributor 
@ranneoster
The Senate of College Councils is the of-
ficial voice for students in academic affairs 
at the University of Texas at Austin. This 
year, Senate has made an active effort to 
solicit the voices of students in how their 
academic experience could be improved at 
UT-Austin. Many students voiced concerns 
about the anxiety connected to test-taking 
and the difficulties of learning how to study 
for examinations. In an attempt to remedy 
this student issue, Senate has proposed the 
creation of an online database for study re-
sources on the PCL website. Our College 
Councils will be voting on this resolution 
on Thursday night.
The online database would collect re-
sources given by professors, primarily 
old examinations and study materials, for 
students. It would be accessible for all stu-
dents, staff and faculty with a UT EID. Any 
student could access any materials in the 
database. This system would be entirely 
opt-in for professors, and Senate would 
work with Faculty Council to advertise the 
resource for professors who wish to partic-
ipate in the initiative. While some profes-
sors frequently create new examinations or 
have content material with more ideas to 
pull from, others do not have the material 
necessary to create variety. While we have 
heard both positive and negative thoughts 
from professors, I believe the creation of 
this database will do significantly more 
good than harm for students. Further-
more, this is a resource that students could 
use without any concerns about integrity 
issues, as professors will have personally 
contributed to the database.
The UT Tarlton Law Library currently 
has a system in which professors can sub-
mit old examinations for students to review. 
This model currently works and assists stu-
dents in tackling material at the law school. 
While their system provides physical copies 
in the library, it has a very similar model to 
what Senate hopes to establish on a Univer-
sity-wide level. Law students benefit from 
testing themselves with old examinations in 
the hopes of increasing comprehension of 
the material.
One uniting aspect of all students, un-
dergraduate and graduate, is test anxiety. 
Every student has experienced a moment 
of panic over midterms, an unsolvable 
concept or concerns about a test score. I’ve 
always been grateful in classes in which the 
professor provides study materials, such 
as a review or practice tests. I assert that 
learning how to take a test — whether it 
be multiple choice, free response or es-
say — is a skill in and of itself. By learning 
how to master this skill, a student is better 
equipped to display their knowledge of the 
material. By studying in a variety of ways, 
students have the ability to increase their 
understanding of the material.
One critique I’ve heard of this idea is that 
it possibly enforces the concept of studying 
for the test for the grade. In reality, multiple 
studies from academic journals validate the 
principle that practicing the material in the 
form of an examination or quiz is a supe-
rior way to comprehend the material. A 
2011 study in the academic journal Science 
found that students who studied through 
testing themselves retained 50 percent more 
information a week later than students that 
studied through traditional methods. More-
over, the Sanger Learning Center at UT-
Austin endorses self-testing as an effective 
study practice for comprehension.
Senate’s purpose in proposing this data-
base is to help students better understand 
their course materials and take active steps 
toward reducing testing anxiety through 
providing additional content. As a gradu-
ating senior, I wish that a resource like this 
had been available during my college career. 
I’m excited to see if this initiative passes in 
our assembly Thursday night. I hope in the 
future that Senate will continue to take on 
projects that have the potential to positively 
change the student academic experience at 
UT-Austin.
Osterloh is a government and philosophy 
senior from Austin.
ONLINE
Our commentary doesn’t stop on 
the page. For more of our thoughts 
on the issues of the day, check out 
our blog, A Matter of Opinion, at 
dailytexanonline.com.
releases, which use sus-
pense and atmosphere 
to produce paranoia instead 
of the overused “jump-
scares” that have recently 
dominated the horror 
film scene.
“There’s this horror re-
naissance going on with 
movies like ‘It Follows’ 
and ‘The Witch,’ [which] 
are movies about mood 
and tone,” Morrison said. 
“[‘Who We Were Before’] 
is telling a good story that, 
at the end of the day, can 
stand on its own.”
Radio-television-film ju-
nior Madeline Dimayuga, 
the film’s executive producer, 
said “Who We Were Before” 
is about more than scaring 
the audience. She said the 
message she wants the audi-
ence to take away relates the 
importance of companion-
ship and trust and the power 
that comes with working 
together — a dynamic that 
reflects the crew working on 
the film.
“Trying to estrange and 
isolate yourself from oth-
ers is probably the worst 
fate you can commit your-
self to,” Dimayuga said. 
“It’s only when you come 
together for a common 
future that you can actu-
ally accomplish anything. 
Film is all about camara-
derie — you’re no good 
unless you want to be with 
other people.”
Morrison said the film is 
heavily influenced by the di-
rector Jeff Nichols, who cre-
ates a timeless, rustic Ameri-
cana feeling by transforming 
the setting of his films into 
its own character. He said 
he hopes to develop the East 
Texas woods as their own 
entity, like Nichols did with 
Arkansas in his 2011 film 
“Take Shelter.”
The film’s crew is com-
posed of 24 members, 20 
of whom are UT students. 
Most of the crew members 
have collaborated with each 
other on projects before. 
Morrison, for example, 
has worked with the film’s 
director of photography on 
13 other projects.
R adio-te lev is ion-f i lm 
lecturer Micah Barber said 
the joint effort of so many 
UT students is what sets 
“Who We Were Before” 
apart, and he thinks the 
bonds formed between the 
crew members will lead to 
future partnerships.
“It’s a special project in 
its level of ambition and 
also in its level of collabo-
ration,” Barber said. “Some 
really positive relationships 
are being forged right now, 
and I think those will con-
tinue into the professional 
realm as they move on.”
The film’s crew will be-
gin shooting “Who We 
Were Before” in June, after 
a period of pre-production 
and developmental work 
in May. On Feb. 28, Morri-
son launched a Kickstarter 
campaign, which recent-
ly exceeded the halfway 
point of the crew’s $10,000 
goal. Morrison said he 
hopes to debut the film 
at Fantastic Fest or South 
By Southwest.
Barber said the most im-
portant thing for the team 
for the project to be suc-
cessful is to maintain the 
positivity and ambition 
with which Morrison and 
Dimayuga have approached 
the project.
“The two of them com-
bined can do just about 
anything,” Barber said. “We 
have fantastic students in 
RTF, and we have a lot of 
very creative, entrepre-
neurial people. Zach, Mad-
dy and their team represent 
that really well.”
final time.
Batman once again en-
counters the Joker (Mi-
chael Emerson) and Two-
Face (Wade Williams), and 
he takes a new Robin, Car-
rie Kelly (Ariel Winter), 
under his wing. 
Snyder drew inspira-
tion from Miller’s work to 
create his Batman, even 
modeling the armored suit 
Affleck’s Batman wears af-
ter the one in “The Dark 
Knight Returns.” 
“Man of Steel” (2013)
Zack Snyder did away 
with the whimsy and levity 
in the classic Richard Don-
ner Superman films, firmly 
placing the Last Son of 
Krypton in reality. In “Man 
of Steel,” Clark Kent (Cav-
ill) grapples with his alien 
heritage and the ques-
tion of whether to reveal 
himself to humanity, fear-
ing they will reject him. 
When another Krypto-
nian, General Zod, arrives 
at Earth and begins trans-
forming it into Krypton, 
Clark must become Super-
man and save the world.
“Man of Steel” boasts 
some iconic imagery, 
heart-pounding action 
and impressive visual ef-
fects, with Henry Cavill 
as a worthy, relatable Su-
perman. Unfortunately, it 
also suffers from awkward 
pacing and relies too much 
on cinematic shorthand in 
its first half, unable to find 
comfortable footing until 
the alien invasion begins. 
The direct predecessor 
to “Batman v Superman,” 
“Man of Steel” is a neces-
sary watch because it allows 
one to get a feel for Cavill’s 
rookie Superman and wit-
ness the events leading to 
Bruce Wayne’s animosity 
toward him.
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“Argo” retells the story of the 1979 Iranian hostage crisis. The 2012 action film is one of four movies to check out before the 
premiere of “Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice” on March 25.
captivating and creates 
a circular finish for the 
story, the heavily sen-
sitive material in both 
stories seems to sloppily 
crash together.
Barret’s “Blackass” is 
a challenging tale about 
the embodiment of race 
and the bitter reality of 
privilege in the dominant 
class. While the story 
suffers through a cast of 
blank slate characters, its 
colorful illustration of the 
lives of individuals in Ni-
geria creates a story with 
undeniable impact. Barrett 
establishes the context for 
a conversation about race 
from multiple perspec-
tives and makes visible the 
social disparities that are 
often ignored.
first people to invent con-
trolling robots with your 
muscles,” Nicolini said. “The 
problem is that others have 
had to use conventional 
electrodes. While those are 
good for short-term, if you 
wanted to use the robot in a 
factory every day, you would 
either get very uncomfort-
able or have to switch your 
electrodes out constantly.” 
Nicolini said that while he 
is interested in the healthcare 
implications of the device, he 
finds the robotic aspects the 
most compelling. 
“I think that’s a really ex-
citing aspect of humanity — 
not becoming cyborgs, mind 
you, but the improvement of 
the ability of exoskeletons, 
prosthetics to help people,” 
Nicolini said. 
TATTOOS continues from page 8
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Film is all about  
camaraderie — you’re 
no good unless you 
want to be with  
other people.
— Madeline Dimayuga,
Radio-television-film junior
Thursday’s matchup be-
tween Texas and No. 6 TCU 
marks the start of conference 
play for the defending Big 12 
tournament champions. 
The reigning tournament 
champions though, are not the 
13–3 Horned Frogs but the 
9–12 Longhorns. An unexpect-
ed surge in last season’s confer-
ence tournament brought a Big 
12 title to Austin and propelled 
Texas into the NCAA regionals. 
A lot has changed since then.
“We’re not surging,” head 
coach Augie Garrido said. 
“We’re doing the same thing 
over and over and over again. 
It’s just a different name on 
who makes the error and 
who makes the mental error, 
which you don’t put on the 
scoreboard, and who doesn’t 
perform in a game against 
an opponent.”
The Longhorns will begin 
conference play on the heels of 
a series of spring break games 
that saw the team go 2–5. 
Texas dipped four games below 
.500 before a win over UTSA 
on Tuesday.
“It’s been a tough ride so 
far, especially with this young 
group of guys,” junior infielder 
and catcher Tres Barrera said. 
“It’s my job as a leader to keep 
those guys positive.“
Despite the poor record and 
national title contender TCU 
coming to town, the team’s pri-
orities have stayed simple. 
“The biggest focus is finding 
the right competitive infield,” 
Garrido said. “One that will 
be consistent.” 
Injuries early in the season 
to outfielders Tyler Rand and 
Patrick Mathis have hampered 
the Longhorns’ lineup. In ad-
dition, second baseman Joe 
Baker will be sidelined for four 
to six weeks with a stress frac-
ture. The injuries have forced 
Garrido to get creative with his 
position players. 
Tuesday’s matchup against 
UTSA saw Garrido put Barrera 
— the regular catcher and first 
baseman — at third and slide 
everyday center fielder Zane 
Gurwitz to second base. 
The shuffled defensive 
lineup will have its hands full 
against the Horned Frog of-
fense. TCU sports a .321 team 
batting average and averages a 
staggering 8.45 runs per game. 
Five regular starters, includ-
ing infielder Elliott Barzilli who 
is hitting at a team-high .447 
clip, are batting above .300. 
The Horned Frogs are 
among the national elite in 
almost every possible met-
ric, but the Longhorns, who 
have already faced nationally 
ranked teams in then-No. 12 
Cal, No. 19 UCLA and No. 3 
Texas A&M, believe they are 
ready to take on more of the 
nation’s finest. 
“Nobody’s playing competi-
tion like us now,” Barrera said. 
“I think it’s made us better. I 
know we’ve got a tough squad 
coming in here on Thursday, 
and I think we’re going to be 
ready to take it to ’em.”
Texas is halfway through 
its regular season, and the 
Longhorns have performed 
well thus far. But as confer-
ence play begins on Friday, 
Texas will need to up its play 
if it wants to contend for a 
Big 12 title. 
The Longhorns (19–6) 
will kick off conference play 
against Baylor (23–6) in 
Waco. Texas was picked to 
finish third in the Big 12 in 
the preseason coaches poll, 
behind defending conference 
champion Oklahoma along 
with Baylor. 
But if Texas wants to sur-
pass those expectations, it 
will need better production 
from its pitching staff and a 
more consistent offense.
The Longhorn pitchers 
have performed well, but 
walks and injuries have 
been an issue. Junior lefty 
Tiarra Davis leads the staff 
with a 1.64 ERA and 11–5 
record but has walked 42 
batters. Sophomore Paige 
von Sprecken has been 
streaky, notching 39 strike-
outs but also giving up 
32 walks and a team-high 
seven home runs. 
Sophomore Erica Wright, 
who had a great freshman 
campaign, has yet to make 
her season debut as she con-
tinues to battle a rib injury. 
“Erica’s still day-to-day,” 
head coach Connie Clark 
said. “The doctors are still 
doing their thing, and we’re 
keeping her motivated. It’s 
great to have her in the dug-
out staying in the mix. She’s 
charting for us, and she sees 
some things from pitchers 
that our hitters don’t even 
see, so it’s great having her 
talk to them.” 
Texas shook up its lineup 
about a month ago to spark 
offensive production, and it’s 
worked — to an extent. 
Senior center fielder Lind-
sey Stephens moved from 
the clean-up spot to the lead-
off position and has found 
success. She leads the Texas 
starters in batting average 
and on-base percentage, and 
her 20 RBI are tied for sec-
ond-best on the team. 
The lineup changes, how-
ever, didn’t fix Texas’ trou-
bles with laying down the 
bunt. The Longhorns have an 
abundance of speed through-
out their roster, but they 
have struggled with leaving 
runners on base.
“We have to get bunts 
down — that’s going to 
be big for us,” Clark said. 
“I guarantee at some point 
we’re going to need that, 
and I see us do it in practice, 
but we haven’t executed it 
well in a game yet. We have 
to figure out a way to get 
that done.”
Another issue with Texas’ 
offense has been the lack of 
production from senior catch-
er Erin Shireman. She’s cur-
rently hitting just .226 with 
three RBI after a 10 homer, 
46 RBI junior campaign. 
Shireman’s solid defense 
will keep her as the starting 
catcher, so her slump must 
end if the Longhorns want a 
lengthy post season. 
Texas isn’t the most tal-
ented team in the Big 12, 
and the Longhorns will 
need to out-hustle and out-
compete their opponents to 
win the conference. Despite 
the talent deficiencies, Clark 
still has high-hopes for 
her team.
“I love the compete fac-
tor of this team,” Clark said. 
“We have to get ready to face 
some great pitching, and our 
pitchers need to really attack 
the strike zone.”
Peter Jinkens was on top of 
the world.
The senior linebacker led 
Texas’ defense in tackles and 
sacks, was selected to the All 
Big 12 second team and was 
a shoe-in to be selected in this 
year’s NFL Draft.
But that all changed in a snap.
In the first half against Texas 
Tech on Nov. 26, Texas called 
a designed blitz, assigning 
Jinkens to cover a Texas Tech 
wide receiver. As Jinkens went 
after the receiver, his heel be-
came stuck in the turf as the 
receiver cut inside. When 
Jinkens made an adjustment, 
he felt a snap and fell to the 
ground grabbing his knee. 
Later that night in the locker 
room, Jinkens learned the diag-
nosis — he had torn his ACL.
“I didn’t want to believe it,” 
Jinkens said. “I was like, ‘Oh, 
I’ll be fine, it was probably just 
a hyperextension or something 
like that.’ But as bad as I didn’t 
want to believe it, in the back 
of my head, I knew I tore it.”
Jinkens was known as one 
of the most positive guys on 
the team, always striving to put 
a smile on his teammates’ faces 
by dancing and doing backflips 
in the Texas locker room.
But he found it extremely 
difficult to remain optimistic 
after his injury when he found 
out he couldn’t showcase his 
talents in the Senior Bowl or 
his Pro Day, let alone put on the 
burnt orange jersey ever again. 
“I was frantic,” Jinkens said. 
“[I kept saying], ‘Oh, my god, 
my life is over. I got to get a  reg-
ular job now.’ You know all this 
stuff is going through my head. 
I started crying cause it was my 
last year, and I didn’t want to 
miss any of my senior year, so 
I was just heartbroken about it.”
However, Jinkens’ heart-
break didn’t stop his hard work. 
“Peter’s been looking real 
good,” offensive lineman Se-
drick Flowers said. “He’s al-
ways been a go-all-out type of 
guy. He’s the same guy. I don’t 
feel like the injury changed 
him at all.”
Every week, Jinkens spends 
time at the Texas Sports Medi-
cine Center in the North End 
Zone at DKR rehabbing to 
get his knee back to 100 per-
cent. Jinkens works out on 
the elliptical, does weighted 
squat lunges and runs on a 
pool treadmill.
Jinkens signed a contract 
in late December with NFL 
agents Darren and Jarrett 
Smith, who are dedicated to 
helping Jinkens land on a NFL 
team’s 53-man roster.
“We gave him a plan,” Jar-
rett Smith said. “[We told him], 
‘We believe in you, we know 
you can do this and we are go-
ing to do this for you to make 
sure that once training camp 
gets close that you’ll have been 
able to do everything possible 
to get yourself back to 100 per-
cent and hopefully better than 
you were before.’”
Jinkens stood on the sideline 
on Wednesday morning for 
Texas’ Pro Day. All he could 
do was cheer on his teammates 
as they performed in front of 
NFL scouts. But the experience 
only made him eager to get 
healthy again. 
Ever since Jinkens received 
his scholarship to Texas, mak-
ing the NFL has always been a 
dream in the back of his mind. 
Now he doesn’t want to stop 
working until that dream be-
comes a reality. 
“I’m very dedicated,” 
Jinkens said. “I mean, I 
worked my whole life for this. 
I’d be damned if I stopped 
now. I just got to keep going 
and keep working ‘cause it’s 
so close, so close. I just got to 
keep pushing.”
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SIDELINEFOOTBALL
Jinkens prepares for draft despite injury
By Mark Skol Jr.
@markskoljr
Graeme Hamilton | Daily Texan Staff
Linebacker Peter Jinkens chases a California running back. Jenkins started in 11 games as a senior in 2015 before a season- 
ending ACL tear against Texas Tech on Nov. 26. Jinkens was named a first-team All-Big 12 selection by the Associated Press. 
NBA
SOFTBALL  | COLUMN BASEBALL
Texas needs stronger production 
from inconsistent lineup, pitching
Texas looks to secure lineup 
before start of conference play 
By Daniel Clay
@dclay567
Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan file photo
Junior center fielder Zane Gurwitz attempts to make contact with 
the ball. Gurwitz has knocked in eight RBIs in 21 games this year.
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Junior pitcher Tiarra Davis throws the ball. Davis has compiled 11 wins thus far in the 
2016 season, leading the team. The Longhorns currently sit at 19–6, third in the Big 12. 
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In an exhibition 
game with the 
San Francisco 
Giants, Arizona 
Diamondbacks 
pitcher Randy 
Johnson struck a 
flying bird with a 
fastball. The bird 
died on impact. 
“Goodluck to those 
boys at pro-day!”
Malik Jefferson
@Official_MalikJ
TOP TWEET
Texas sets 800-yard 
freestyle record
The top-ranked men’s 
swimming and diving 
team opened the first night 
of the NCAA Champion-
ships with a record-break-
ing finish in the 800-yard 
freestyle relay. The vic-
tory marked Texas’ 13th 
NCAA title in the event.
The relay team of Jack 
Conger, Townley Haas, 
Clark Smith and Joseph 
Schooling clocked in at 
6 minutes, 8.03 seconds, 
breaking a litany of re-
cords. Their time sealed 
the NCAA, U.S. Open, 
Big 12, meet, school and 
pool records, all previously 
held by Michigan.
“I talked to Eddie, and 
he told me to get out as fast 
as I could in the first 100,” 
Conger said, “And then 
to start building that last 
100, work my walls and 
take more kicks after each 
25 [yards].”
Haas — the only fresh-
man in the relay quartet — 
followed Conger, record-
ing the fastest 200 freestyle 
split of all time.
“It’s just incredible,” 
Haas said. “It’s great to 
help keep up this tradition 
we have here in the 800 
free relay. Most of my race 
strategies involve going 
out and trying to hang on, 
and I hung on well.”
Smith and Schooling 
swam the final two legs of 
the race before finishing 
1.82 seconds faster than 
the previous record.
Texas leads the cham-
pionships with 40 points 
going into day two, fol-
lowed by N.C. State with 
34 points and Florida with 
32 points.
—Adair Odom
SPORTS 
BRIEFLY
BUCKS
CAVALIERS
JAZZ
ROCKETS
By Claire Cruz
Daily Texan Columnist 
@clairecruz5
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Some tattoos just look 
cool. Other save lives. 
Soon, doctors may use 
biological tattoos instead of 
blood pressure cuffs or ther-
mometers to monitor vital 
organs. Nanshu Lu, assistant 
professor in the Cockrell 
School of Engineering, and 
her team have created an 
electronic device that doctors 
can implant directly onto pa-
tient’s skin. This technology 
could record bodily signals 
such as heart rate, glucose 
levels, hydration, oxygen 
levels and muscle move-
ment. It can even measure 
brain waves. 
“It’s multifunctional, 
multimodal,” Lu said. 
“And it’s thinner than a 
human hair.” 
Lu and her team cre-
ated the current devices 
from metals, such as sili-
con and gold. They can de-
sign computer models of 
the patches in any desired 
shape and then immediately 
print them. These tattoos 
can then adhere directly to 
human skin. 
“They’re more similar 
to temporary tattoos than 
normal tattoos,” materi-
als science and engineer-
ing graduate student Luke 
Nicolini said. “They go right 
onto your skin and can be re-
moved in a week.” 
Because the devices are 
relatively easy to manu-
facture, Nicolini said they 
can be easily tweaked 
and improved.
“It allows us to try 
new designs on a whim,” 
he said. 
Current body monitor-
ing tools are often large and 
cumbersome. Holter devices, 
which measure heart activ-
ity, are the size of a small 
camera. Patients can usually 
only wear them form 24-48 
hours. Most accurate blood 
pressure cuffs do not allow 
for comfortable movement 
— patients usually only wear 
them at the hospital. 
“In the past, we could not 
put systems on the body 
very well,” Lu said. “That’s 
why you see that fitbit fit-
ness tracker or chest band. 
They’re not very comfort-
able and, more importantly, 
they’re not accurate.”
Lu’s electronic tattoos 
more precisely measure vital 
signs because they adhere 
closely skin. They allow for 
better data transfer over lon-
ger periods of time. The tat-
toos do not irritate skin like 
most monitoring devices 
do, which reduces redness 
and discomfort. The team is 
developing bluetooth chips 
for this technology so it can 
move wirelessly. 
“If you have a chronic ill-
ness, and your doctor wants 
to check up on you, you can 
just wear this patch and then 
you could use your phone to 
upload the data to the doc-
tor,” Nicolini said.  “Either 
the doctor or automatic anal-
ysis software can determine 
if something is going wrong.”
This technology could 
provide a quick and effective 
method of testing bodily sys-
tems, which has implications 
for health care and beyond. 
“Because it’s so cheap, it 
makes it affordable for en-
trepreneurs or small research 
groups,” said Yang. 
Nicolini is applying this 
technology in robotics for 
his graduate thesis. Nicolini 
places the stretchable sens-
ing patches on people’s fore-
arms to measure the strength 
of their grip. He then uses a 
computer model to analyze 
how much force is com-
ing from the muscle signals. 
He plans to communicate 
this data to a robot hand, 
which can then grip with 
the exact same force as the 
human hand. 
“Obviously, we’re not the 
Two superheroes will col-
lide on March 25 when the 
ruthless Batman (Ben Af-
fleck) faces off against the 
mighty Superman (Henry 
Cavill) in “Batman v Super-
man: Dawn of Justice.” In 
order to help you prepare 
for this epic showdown, The 
Daily Texan suggests you 
watch these movies made by 
the filmmakers of “Batman 
v Superman.”
“300” (2006)
The film that put “Bat-
man v Superman” director 
Zack Snyder on the map was 
“300.” Brutal and frenetic, 
the film is an adaptation of 
Frank Miller’s graphic nov-
el about 300 Spartans who 
defended their homeland 
from the invading Persians. 
“300” doesn’t aim for his-
torical accuracy — it’s an 
extremely stylized and gory 
affair, loaded with slow mo-
tion action and chiseled 
abs on its ludicrously mus-
cled characters. Snyder’s 
philosophy behind the film 
seems to be one of excess, 
and thanks to his collabo-
ration with cinematogra-
pher Larry Fong, his eye for 
stunning visuals certainly 
shines through.
Fong, who’s also the cine-
matographer for “Batman v 
Superman,” and Snyder will 
definitely provide eye candy 
for the superhero show-
down, but it remains to be 
seen if Snyder has improved 
his grasp on character 
and story.
“Argo” (2012)
A collaboration between 
actor and director Affleck 
and “Batman v Superman” 
writer Chris Terrio, “Argo” 
shows off the former’s act-
ing chops and the latter’s 
knack for words. 
“Argo” is a dramatic re-
telling of the Iranian hos-
tage crisis that took place 
from 1979 to 1981. The 
hero is CIA agent Tony 
Mendez (Affleck), who de-
vises an exfiltration plan 
for six American embas-
sy workers caught in the 
revolution. Affleck molds 
Mendez into a likable hero, 
an underdog who risks 
capture and death. Terrio’s 
dialogue is crisp and witty, 
and his research about the 
1970s and the real story 
shine through for most of 
the script; the climax does 
lack accuracy but most 
certainly not excitement. 
“Argo” will give you a good 
idea of what both filmmak-
ers will bring to “Batman 
v Superman.”
“Batman: The Dark 
Knight Returns, Parts I 
and II” (Part I – 2012, 
Part II – 2013)
An animated, direct-
to-video adaptation of 
Frank Miller’s seminal 
work, the two-part “Bat-
man: The Dark Knight 
Returns” is the story of 
55-year-old Bruce Wayne 
(Peter Weller) coming out 
of retirement to battle a 
gang of mutant criminals 
and donning the Batman 
costume for what may be his 
A. Igoni Barrett’s satiri-
cal novel “Blackass” is a 
clear attempt at creating 
a profound social com-
mentary about the reali-
ties of race and privilege. 
While his writing cer-
tainly leaves a mark, it is 
challenged by the char-
acters’ lack of agency 
and development.
When Furo Wariboko 
wakes in his Nigerian 
home and discovers he’s 
become a white man over-
night, he leaves home, 
fearful of his family’s re-
actions. But his distress 
is temporary — though 
he becomes a public spec-
tacle on the streets he 
grew up on, he finds the 
attention garners him un-
precedented respect from 
strangers. A woman lends 
him money when he asks 
for it; a food merchant 
gives him extra servings 
when he doesn’t ask; an-
other woman invites him 
to her home; and the piv-
otal point of the story — 
at a job interview, Furo 
is rushed to the head of 
the line and given a se-
nior position, despite his 
absent qualifications. 
Furo’s experiences 
with privilege are im-
mediate, but because 
Barrett doesn’t fully de-
velop Furo’s life before 
the transformation, his 
experiences don’t reach 
their maximum possible 
impact. Furo’s character 
is quickly bloated with 
the gifts of white privi-
lege, and in a desperate 
attempt to take owner-
ship of his new identity, 
changes him name to 
“Frank Whyte.”
Barrett underlines the 
subliminal nature of white 
privilege and its elusive 
visibility through Furo’s 
apathy toward his experi-
ence. Furo never directly 
reflects on his newfound 
advantages, a product of 
his whiteness, and the 
consequence is the lack 
of his character’s agency. 
His story is driven for-
ward solely by external 
changes, but without un-
dergoing internal change, 
he becomes shallow and 
fails to grow into a satis-
fying character. While a 
distinctly unlikable pro-
tagonist, Furo makes a 
powerful statement on the 
realities of white privilege.
Furo’s interaction with 
two main characters, Igoni 
and Syreeta, craft the jour-
ney he takes to becoming 
Frank Whyte. 
In his relationship with 
Syreeta, Furo is con-
fronted with insecurities 
revolving around his real 
identity. Their love affair 
later reveals his fear of 
reverting back to his old 
life when Syreeta shrieks 
with laughter that Furo’s 
“ass is black.” Furo’s titular 
“blackass” serves as a met-
aphor for the way black-
ness acts as an obstacle 
to privilege.
The novel’s primary 
weakness is that it simply 
strives to do too much in 
too little time. Igoni, a 
wealthy writer, parallels 
Furo’s journey of tran-
sition as a transgender 
woman in Nigeria. The 
difficulties the two have in 
asserting their identities 
unite at the novel’s end, 
when they become lovers. 
Igoni’s perspective is 
written in first person 
and jarringly detracts 
from Furo’s already-
complex story. While the 
comparison of the two is 
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Biological tattoos provide healthcare information
By Ellen Airhart
@ellenairhart
‘Blackass’ presents transformative 
commentary about race, privilege
By Anna McCreary
@annammccreary
‘Batman v Superman: Dawn of 
Justice’ flies into theaters Friday
By Charles Liu
@CharlieInDaHaus
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A. Igoni Barrett’s satirical novel “Blackass” follows a black man who wakes up as a white 
man and must figure out how to navigate the world with his new racial identity.
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